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“Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear” 
(Is. 65:24). 


If it rained alter sunrise, they should complete the day in fasting: 
“while they are yet speaking I will hear” (Is. 65:24). 


Or the opposite may be the case [I shall answer their supplications] so 
that I do not have to listen to their outcry, but they still have to fast]. 


Said R. Tanhuma, “And so it has been taught: “The response [to 
prayer] comes only close to the outcry [of the prayer], and the outcry 
comes only close to the response.”” 


In the time of R. Yudan they decreed a fast. and rain tell in the 
evening. R. Mana went up to see him. He said to him, “Since Iam now 
thirsty, what is the law on my being permitted to drink?” 


He said to him, “Wait, for the people may decide to complete the fast 
[through the coming day and an individual must then observe it too].” 


R. Aha, R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yosé b. Haninah: “It is forbidden 
to a person to fast on the Sabbath beyond six hours [noon].” 


[B] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “The .Mishnah itself has made the same 
statement: If they were fasting, and it rained for them before 
noon, they should not complete the fast [M. Ta. 3:11C] to that 
point it is still morning. 


[C] ‘(If it rained] after noon, they should complete the day in 
fasting [M. Ta. 3:10C]. For the greater part of the day already has 
passed in a status of sanctification. [It follows that once they have 
fasted until noon the day is deemed to have been a day observed in 
tasting. Hence one may, not fast up to the midpoint of the day on 
the Sabbath.]” 


Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai: when he wanted it to rain, he would say 
to his barber, “Get up and go to the Temple, [and say,| ‘Now my 
master wants to get a haircut, and he does not have the power to 
accept suffering [through a fast].’” Forthwith it would rain. 


R. Adda bar Ahvah: When he wanted it to rain, he would merely take 
off his sandal [as a mark of the fast, and it would rain]. If he took off 
both of them. the world would overflow. 


[C] There was a house that was about to collapse over there, and Rab 
set one of his disciples to work in the house until he had cleared 


